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Up from Slavery: Chapter 1 by Booker T. Washington

Guided Notes - Lesson 5

How does Washington draw connections between his different ideas?

Objective: In this lesson you will learn to analyze the connections between ideas by examining the similarities
between different passages.

Steps:
1. Notice two passages with different content.

2. Create a Venn Diagram in which you brainstorm the differences and similarities between the passages.
3. Askyourself: how does the author connect these seemingly different ideas?

FOCUS PASSAGE OR SENTENCE (Page 6, Paragraph 2, Page 7 Paragraph 3) :
1. Notice two passages with different content.




As arule, not only did the members of my race entertain no feelings of bitterness against the
whites before and during the war, but there are many instances of Negroes tenderly carrying
for their former masters and mistresses who for some reason have become poor and
dependent since the war. I know of instances where the former masters of slaves have for
years been supplied with money by their former slaves to keep them from suffering. I have
known of still other cases in which the former slaves have assisted in the education of the
descendants of their former owners. I know of a case on a large plantation in the South in
which a young white man, the son of the former owner of the estate, has become so reduced
in purse and self—control by reason of drink that he is a pitiable creature; and yet,
notwithstanding the poverty of the coloured people themselves on this plantation, they have
for years supplied this young white man with the necessities of life. One sends him a little
coffee or sugar, another a little meat, and so on. Nothing that the coloured people possess is
too good for the son of "old Mars' Tom," who will perhaps never be permitted to suffer while
any remain on the place who knew directly or indirectly of "old Mars' Tom."
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I pity from the bottom of my heart any nation or body of people that is so unfortunate as to get
entangled in the net of slavery. I have long since ceased to cherish any spirit of bitterness
against the Southern white people on account of the enslavement of my race. No one section
of our country was wholly responsible for its introduction, and, besides, it was recognized and
protected for years by the General Government. Having once got its tentacles fastened on to
the economic and social life of the Republic, it was no easy matter for the country to relieve
itself of the institution. Then, when we rid ourselves of prejudice, or racial feeling, and look
facts in the face, we must acknowledge that, notwithstanding the cruelty and moral wrong of
slavery, the ten million Negroes inhabiting this country, who themselves or whose ancestors
went through the school of American slavery, are in a stronger and more hopeful condition,
materially, intellectually, morally, and religiously, than is true of an equal number of black
people in any other portion of the globe. This is so to such an extent that Negroes in this
country, who themselves or whose forefathers went through the school of slavery, are
constantly returning to Africa as missionaries to enlighten those who remained in the
fatherland. This I say, not to justify slavery—on the other hand, I condemn it as an institution,
as we all know that in America it was established for selfish and financial reasons, and not
from a missionary motive—but to call attention to a fact, and to show how Providence so
often uses men and institutions to accomplish a purpose. When persons ask me in these days
how, in the midst of what sometimes seem hopelessly discouraging conditions, I can have
such faith in the future of my race in this country, I remind them of the wilderness through
which and out of which, a good Providence has already led us.

2. Create a Venn Diagram in which you brainstorm the differences and similarities between the passages.




3. Askyourself: how does the author connect these seemingly different ideas?




Steps:

Your Turn!

How does Washington draw connections between his different ideas?

1. Notice two passages with different content.
2. Create a Venn Diagram in which you brainstorm the differences and similarities between the passages.
3. Askyourself: how does the author connect these seemingly different ideas?

FOCUS PASSAGE (Page 3, Paragraph 4, Page 4, Paragraph 3):

1. Notice two passages with different content.

So far as I can now recall, the first knowledge that I got of the fact that we were slaves, and that freedom of
the slaves was being discussed, was early one morning before day, when I was awakened by my mother
kneeling over her children and fervently praying that Lincoln and his armies might be successful, and that
one day she and her children might be free. In this connection I have never been able to understand how
the slaves throughout the South, completely ignorant as were the masses so far as books or newspapers
were concerned, were able to keep themselves so accurately and completely informed about the great
National questions that were agitating the country. From the time that Garrison, Lovejoy, and others
began to agitate for freedom, the slaves throughout the South kept in close touch with the progress of the
movement. Though | was a mere child during the preparation for the Civil War and during the war itself,
now recall the many late-at-night whispered discussions that I heard my mother and the other slaves on
the plantation indulge in. These discussions showed that they understood the situation, and that they kept
themselves informed of events by what was termed the "grape-vine" telegraph.
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I cannot remember a single instance during my childhood or early boyhood when our entire family sat
down to the table together, and God's blessing was asked, and the family ate a meal in a civilized manner.
On the plantation in Virginia, and even later, meals were gotten by the children very much as dumb
animals get theirs. It was a piece of bread here and a scrap of meat there. It was a cup of milk at one time
and some potatoes at another. Sometimes a portion of our family would eat out of the skillet or pot, while
some one else would eat from a tin plate held on the knees, and often using nothing but the hands with
which to hold the food. When I had grown to sufficient size, I was required to go to the "big house" at
meal-times to fan the flies from the table by means of a large set of paper fans operated by a pulley.
Naturally much of the conversation of the white people turned upon the subject of freedom and the war,
and [ absorbed a good deal of it. | remember that at one time [ saw two of my young mistresses and some
lady visitors eating ginger-cakes, in the yard. At that time those cakes seemed to me to be absolutely the
most tempting and desirable things that I had ever seen; and I then and there resolved that, if [ ever got
free, the height of my ambition would be reached if I could get to the point where I could secure and eat
ginger-cakes in the way that [ saw those ladies doing.

2. Create a Venn Diagram in which you brainstorm the differences and similarities between the passages.




3. Askyourself: how does the author connect these seemingly different ideas?




